2023 Canadian Sport Awards Script
[Scott]: Good evening everyone and welcome to the 46th Canadian Sport Awards!
My name is Scott Russel, and I am of the host of CBC Sports Presents, our weekly program showcasing the stories and performances of you – our fantastic Canadian National Team athletes. On behalf of the Staff and Board of AthletesCAN, it is my honour to be your host for this evening.
We want to welcome the Minister of Sport, The Honourable Carla Qualtrough and her team who are with us here today. Also welcome to all of our Athlete Representatives, Sport Partners, Speakers and special guests, who have joined us here this weekend in Richmond, B.C. and Greater Vancouver to kick off the first in-person AthletesCAN Forum since 2019! A special shout out as well to everyone watching at home on our @AthletesCAN digital channels.
Thank you to Richmond Sport Hosting for your support of this event and help making this all possible.
It has been another significant year across the Canadian sport system, with the Athlete Voice becoming louder each and every day. Today, our athletes and our Federal Government expect a high-performance experience not only on the field of play but also in the Boardroom. We are excited to recognize tonight a number of special individuals, who continue to fight for change and are working to make the sport system safer and more welcoming for all.
With that, I’d like to introduce AthletesCAN Forum Committee member and National Team Curler Colin Hodgson to come and present our Land Acknowledgment for this evening.
[Colin]
My name is Colin Hodgson and I am a citizen of the Red River Metis Nation and also an athlete in the sport of Curling. My family hails from the Red River Settlement which is now modern day Winnipeg, Manitoba. I would like to thank my ancestors for providing and granting me the privilege of being here today to share this experience with each and every one of you.
 
It is very important to me to give my thanks, and to acknowledge the sacred ground we stand on today. I believe Reconciliation is taking the time and effort to understand one another and to respect not only where we came from but where we are going together in the future.
 
It is my honour to acknowledge and recognize the unceded territory we are standing on today of the Musqueam Nation, whom have been the stewards of the land and these waters since before recorded western history. I am grateful to have the opportunity to be present in this territory and want to acknowledge that because of the stewardship of the original care-takers of this land, we are able to thrive on it today.

As we journey through Forum, we will remember that we have a responsibility to this land now, to all of the people who hailed before us, and for those who will share it in the future.
I would like to thank the Musqueam Nation and the protocol and communication offices for their collaboration and wonderful support.

Today, we are also joined by all of you and those tuning in via zoom from across the country representing the many traditional, treaty and unceded territories as part of Turtle Island that is still home to many First Nations, Métis, and Inuit peoples.

We are all Treaty people and we will strive to live by the seven grandfather teachings of truth, wisdom, love , bravery, respect, honesty and humility

Wela’lioq (WE-LA-LIOH), Miigwetch, Merci and Thank you.
[Scott] Miigwetch for that wonderful Land acknowledgement Colin to get us started here tonight. Next we’re going to turn our attention to Olympian and national team diver Celina Toth, to say a few words. Celina is the chair of Canadian Sport Awards Committee but unfortunately she wasn’t able to join us tonight as she is overseas training in preparation for the Pan American Games in Santiago, Chile next month. But she wanted to share this welcome message.
Please turn your attention to the screen. 
[Celina Speech]
[Scott] Thank you Celina, and we will miss you here this evening but looking forward to celebrating all of the great athlete-centred achievements here tonight
With that, it is time to get started!
As we begin, we encourage you to interact with us on all our digital channels, @AthletesCAN and use #CSA2023, #AthletesCANForum23 and #AthleteVoice.
We have 5 awards to hand out that are meant to recognize and celebrate outstanding contributions to the betterment of sport. Throughout the evening you’ll also get a chance to meet some special AthletesCAN guests, along with the original co-founders of tonight’s event as we recognize the honourees.
Our first presenter is the most internationally experienced member of the Canadian women’s field hockey team, with appearances at the 2010 Commonwealth Games as well as the 2011 and 2015 Pan American Games. She also was a member of the AthletesCAN Board Executive from 2015-18 Please welcome, Thea Culley!
[Thea]
Good evening AthletesCAN, I’m so happy to be back with you tonight and to have the opportunity to present this award.
The AthletesCAN Social Responsibility Award honours a current or retired national team athlete who used their platform to make a positive impact in their sport or community at the local, national, or international level.
It recognizes the significant contributions of an athlete leader in the areas of diversity, equity, inclusion, community, volunteer and/or social change initiatives.
The Nominees for the AthletesCAN Social Responsibility Award are:
Charity Williams, Rugby
Despite spending the season sidelined with an injury, Charity Williams did not stop giving back to her community. Williams created the Function Festival as a celebration of BIPOC artists in the Victoria Community and beyond, which just celebrated its second year of operation. Through her work, she strives to bring the wider BIPOC community together and to highlight people who are most commonly missed or forgotten about.
Kaitlyn Clark, Boxing 
Kaitlyn Clark took her fight beyond the ring, supporting her fellow teammates in creating a safe and supporting training and competition environment. Clark has spoken out against toxic culture, harassment, abuse and grooming in the sport she loves. Even sidelined with an injury, she continued to support her teammates and opponents in their fight for a safer, more supportive, boxing community.
Phyllis Ellis, Field Hockey
Phyllis Ellis directed the groundbreaking documentary Category: Woman which follows four female athletes who were forced out of competition by regulations that profile and target women athletes set by World Athletics. Her work documented the consequences to the bodies and lifestyles of these women as a result of the regulations that the, predominantly male, decision-makers set under the guise of fair play.
And the winner of the AthletesCAN Social Responsibility Award is…
Phyllis Ellis, Field Hockey
[AthletesCAN Social Responsibility Award Acceptance]
[Scott]: Congratulations Phyllis! What an incredible film you and your team put together.
How great is it to be back celebrating in person again? Tonight we also want to take a moment to recognize the CSA winners who received their awards at virtual ceremonies during the pandemic and didn’t get a chance to have their moment in the spotlight – including last year’s honourees who you will see one by one on the screen.
Please join me in recognizing:
AthletesCAN Social Responsibility Award: Quinn, Soccer; Hayley Wickenheiser, Hockey; Mandy Bujold, Boxing; and Shaquille Murray-Lawrence, Bobsleigh
True Sport Award: Laurent Duvernay-Tardif, Football; Evan Dunfee, Athletics; and Molly Carson, High Diving
#AthleteVoice Award for Rep of the Year: Celina Toth, Diving; Karen Paquin, Rugby; and Cynthia Appiah, Bobsleigh
Bruce Kidd Leadership Award: Jean Laroche, Para Athletics; Marnie McBean, Rowing; Jennifer Heil Freestyle Skiing; and Seyi (pronounced Shay) Smith, Bobsleigh & Athletics
Randy Starkman Award for Leadership in Sports Journalism Presented the Toronto Star: Lori Ewing, The Canadian Press
Congratulations to all the award winners from the past three years
Now it’s time to meet the first original co-founder of the Canadian Sport Awards. Please welcome, representing the Canadian Centre for Ethics in Sport and its True Sport Program, CCES Executive Director of Sport Integrity, Kevin Bean.
[Kevin]
Hello AthletesCAN representatives. I’m honoured to be here with you tonight to present this award.
True Sport is dedicated to the notion that good sport can make a great difference. Based on shared values and principles, we can use sport to instill character, build communities, and strive for excellence on and off the field of play.
The True Sport Award recognizes an inspirational Canadian citizen who exemplifies the True Sport values of fairness, excellence, inclusion, and fun in a meaningful way.
Through the pursuit of sporting excellence this Canadian hero showcases dedication, perseverance, sportsmanship, respect for others, and a true love of sport. 
The Nominees for the True Sport Award are:
Michael Woods, Cycling
Michael Woods became just the third ever Canadian this season to win a stage at the Tour de France, one of the most prestigious bike races in the world. Formerly an elite middle-distance runner and Canadian junior record holder in the mile, Woods’ track career stalled due to injury, and he took up competitive cycling at an age when many other cyclists are beginning to burn out. He is believed to be the only person in history to have run a sub four-minute mile and to have successfully competed in one of cycling’s Grand Tours. 
Austin Smeenk, Para Athletics
Austin Smeenk was one of two team captains at the Paris 2023 World Para Athletics Championships, where he won two medals. Smeenk is determined and motivated to do his best, even on the worst of days, and is a huge motivator of his teammates, competitors and fellow athletes in the gym and on the field.
Raphaëlle Tousignant (TOO-sin-YAW), Para Ice Hockey
Raphaëlle Tousignant broke the gender barrier on Canada’s para ice hockey team at the 2023 Para Ice Hockey World Championships. Diagnosed with bone cancer at age nine which resulted in her leg being amputated, Tousignant was back on the ice just six months after her surgery with the goal of playing for the national para ice hockey team. Although para ice hockey is an open discipline, where men and women can compete together, no woman had ever made the cut for Canada’s National Team before Tousignant did this year.
And the winner of the True Sport Award is…….
Michael Woods, Cycling
Michael wasn’t able to join us tonight, due to his competition schedule, so he wanted to share the following message. 
[True Sport Award Acceptance on screen]
[Scott]: Congratulations Michael!
As we continue, we wanted to take a moment to recognize all of our sport partners.
In addition to our CSA co-founders and the Minister’s office, tonight we have us representatives from the Canadian Olympic and Paralympic Committees and their Athletes’ Commissions/Councils, Game Plan, Canadian Sport Institute Pacific, the Sport Dispute Resolution Centre of Canada, the Office of the Sport Integrity Commissioner and its Abuse-Free Sport Program, the Sport Information Resource Centre and Canadian Women & Sport.
Some of the speakers you will hear from tomorrow have also joined us from law firms Aird & Berlis LLP, and Versus Law Corporation, as well as Sport Solution – Western Law’s collaborative legal support program for national team athletes.
AthletesCAN is also proud to partner with:
Etherington Generations & Benefits by Design– The official health and dental programs of AthletesCAN
Enterprise, National and Alamo – Official rental car supplier
Purolator – Official shipping partner
Dale Carnegie – Effective Communications and Human Relations leadership courses
Respect Group – Offering Respect in Sport for Activity Leaders training 
And finally Sport Canada – funding partner of AthletesCAN, who are with us here tonight. 

We are now ready for the #AthleteVoice Award for Rep of the Year.
I would like to invite our next CSA co-founder, representing the Canada Games Council and its Board of Directors, veteran parasport administrator Judy Joseph-Black, along with former AthletesCAN President, Paralympian, and Co-Chef de Mission for Santiago 2023 and Paris 2024, Josh Vander Vies!
[Judy]: The #AthleteVoice Award for Rep of the Year recognizes the significant contributions of athlete representatives within their national sport organization, multi-sport organization or international sport organization. The athlete representation movement is only as good as the athletes chosen by their teammates to effect positive change. This award highlights the initiative, courage, and leadership of these individuals.
[Josh]: The nominees for the 2023 #AthleteVoice Award for Rep of the Year are:
The Canadian Soccer Players Association
Led by Janine Beckie, Christine Sinclair, Sophie Schmidt and Quinn, the Canadian Soccer Players Association led a job action against Canada Soccer during the SheBelieves Cup, protesting significant budget cuts to the women’s program. The team skipped practice sessions and wore purple warmups as a sign of solidarity during the tournament which serves as preparation for the World Cup. These four representatives appeared in front of the Heritage Committee to testify about how the women’s program receives less support than the men’s team in terms of funding for training camps, provision of medical and training teams, and compensation for representing Canada on the world stage. The CSPA negotiated a 2023 interim agreement with Canada Soccer that significantly increased the national team’s base compensation over 2021 levels.
[Judy] : Eric Radford, Figure Skating
A three-time Olympic medalist, Eric stepped up his athlete advocacy work upon his retirement in 2022. Eric currently serves as the chair of the International Skating Union’s Athletes’ Commission and serves as a delegate on their council. He is also working as part of Team Canada as an Athlete Service Officer at the Santiago 2023 Pan Am Games, helping mentor and support athletes in meeting the challenges of performing at the highest level.
Jaqueline Simoneau, Artistic Swimming
A two-time Olympian, Jacqueline is working alongside Eric representing Team Canada at Santiago 2023 as an Athlete Service Officer. She also represents Team Canada athletes to the COC as a member of the COC Athletes’ Commission, and is an IOC Believe in Sport Ambassador. Jacqueline is also a member of the IOC Young Leader’s project, where she is working to develop a platform to promote proactive health and wellness. Jacqueline also took on a leadership role in the sport integrity field, presenting at the 2023 CCES Symposium on Competition Manipulation and Gambling in Sport.
[Both] : And the winner is …The Canadian Soccer Players Association!
[Josh] : To accept the award, please turn your attention to the screen and welcome from the CSPA’s leadership Janine Beckie / Quinn
OR
[Josh]: To accept the award, please welcome to the stage, from the CSPA’s leadership Quinn and joining us live on the screen from Portland Janine Beckie
[Rep of the Year Award Acceptance]
[Scott]: It’s now time to hear from the leadership of AthletesCAN. He represented Canada in Karate at the Toronto 2015 Pan American Games and is your AthletesCAN Treasurer – put your hands together for Chris de Sousa Costa! 
[Chris] Thank you Scott.
Over the years, AthletesCAN has been fortunate to have dedicated, enthusiastic, and supportive Boards who have worked tirelessly to ensure the success of the organization. Over the last few years, this job has been especially difficult and thankless as the pandemic forced us apart physically, and safe sport issues challenged us emotionally.
I have had the pleasure of working with many of these individuals and know that their work ethics and commitment to AthletesCAN and Canadian athletes is second to none. Some of these individuals are here with us tonight – if each of you could stand if you are able when your name is called.
Please join me in congratulating the AthletesCAN board members who concluded their terms over the last several years.
Dasha Peregoudova, Taekwondo (President, 2017-20)
Pierre-Luc Laliberté, Canoe/Kayak (President, 2020-21)
Celina Toth, Diving (CSA Committee Chair)
Hollie Duncan, Curling
Natasha Watcham-Roy, Rugby
Jillian Drouin, Athletics
Allison Forsyth, Alpine Skiing
Michael Linklater, Basketball
Mercedes Nicoll, Snowboard
Robin Randall, Water Polo
Liam Smedley, Canoe/Kayak
Joy SpearChief-Morris, Athletics
 
To everyone who has served on the AthletesCAN board, and continues to serve, thank you for all that you do!
[Scott]. Thank you so much Chris for those inspiring words and thank you to all the AthletesCAN Board for your service over the past several years.
Next up, we have the Bruce Kidd Leadership Award, named in honour of 1968 Canada’s Sports Hall of Fame Inductee Dr. Bruce Kidd, who has made enormous contributions to Canada’s sporting community as an athlete, advocate, author, historian, and academic.
We will hear from Bruce shortly, but first please welcome to the stage our final CSA Co-founder, the President of Commonwealth Sport Canada, and former President of AthletesCAN, Olympian Claire Carver-Dias. 
[CLAIRE]: I’m honoured to have the opportunity to present the Bruce Kidd Award alongside its namesake, the esteemed Dr. Bruce Kidd. Bruce has made enormous contributions to Canada’s sporting community as an athlete, advocate, author, historian, and academic.
The Bruce Kidd Leadership Award is presented annually to a retired national team athlete, sport leader, or organization, who has provided meaningful contributions to the betterment of sport as a leader, advocate, change agent, or builder. This award highlights the groundbreaking work that contributed to the betterment of sport through inspirational leadership, innovative practices, and/or positive influence on the Canadian sport sector. 
 [BRUCE - Cut to video]
The Nominees for the 2023 Bruce Kidd Leadership Award are:
Dr. Sandra Kirby, Rowing
Sandra represented Canada in rowing at the Montreal 1976 Olympic Games. After competing at the Olympics, she went on to become one of the leading voices in the fight sexual harassment and abuse, homophobia, and violence against children in sport. Her accomplishments include being one of the founding members of Safe Sport International, lobbying the IOC to drop their requirement of chromosomal gender verification for female athletes and being one of the lead authors of the IOC Consensus Statement on Sexual Harassment and Abuse.
Rick Hansen, Athletics
Most famous for his “Man In Motion” journey around the world, Rick is also a six-time Paralympic medalist. Today, Rick operates the Rick Hansen Foundation for People with Disabilities, which works to make the world more accessible for all. Their school program educates students grades 1-12 about inclusiveness, disability awareness and leadership while their foundation provides quality of life grants for individuals with disabilities. Rick also aided in the creation of the International Collaboration on Repair Discoveries, the worlds foremost research program on spinal cord injury repair.
Jane Roos, Canadian Athletes Now Fund
Jane was a promising track athlete, but a car injury ended her career at the age of 19. Jane turned her attention to helping other athletes fulfil their Olympic dreams and started CAN Fund, a nonprofit dedicated to helping Canadian athletes pay for coaching, training, nutrition and living expenses. Over the last 20 years, CAN Fund has raised over $40 Million for Canadian athletes, and helped support 80% of the Canadian athletes who have competed at the Olympics since the Athens 2004 Games.
[CLAIRE] And the winner of the Bruce Kidd Leadership Award is….
Jane Roos, CAN Fund
[Bruce Kidd Award Presentation Acceptance]
[Scott]: Congratulations Jane. It’s now time for our final award of the evening, recognizing a special media colleague.
To introduce the second edition of the revived Randy Starkman Award for Leadership in Sports Journalism Presented by the Toronto Star, please welcome Toronto Star columnist Bruce Arthur. 
[Bruce] The Randy Starkman Award for Leadership in Sports Journalism Presented by the Toronto Star was inaugurated in 2012, just a few months after the sudden passing of its namesake, who served as a long-time Toronto Star amateur sports reporter and advocate.
BRUCE’S TRIBUTE GOES HERE
This award serves as an ongoing recognition of Randy’s legacy and is a call to action to inspire current and future Canadian sports journalists to strive for the kind of journalism that Randy demonstrated throughout his career.
Please turn your attention to the screen for a special message from Randy’s partner of 30 years, Mary Hynes.
[Mary] Thank you to AthletesCAN for honouring Randy with this award. It means so much to me and to all the Starkmans that you're thinking of him as we do every day.
This year’s nominees, who you will meet in a moment, exemplify the best of the best of Canadian sports journalism. They tell stories that excite, engage, and make you care about the athletes. When our daughter Ella finds sports coverage engaging, you know that someone is doing their job right!
Randy’s colleagues and the athletes with whom he worked will tell you that he was a hardworking, dedicated, and passionate journalist, and a caring and thoughtful individual. Some of them took the time to record some of their memories of Randy to share tonight.
Video Plays
The nominees for the 2023 Randy Starkman Award for Leadership in Sports Journalism, Presented by The Toronto Star, are…
Devin Heroux, CBC
Devin is CBC’s top reporter covering Team Canada. Year in and year out, he covers national team athletes across the sporting world with enthusiasm, vigour, and zeal. Devin doesn’t just report on the results of competitions, he writes thoughtful, in-depth, insightful pieces that bring the athletes to life and into the homes of Canadians across the country.
Sean Fitz-Gerald
An accomplished author, reporter, and storyteller, Sean has worn many hats throughout his career. Known for his unique human-interest angles to his stories, Sean has a talent for bringing insight, analysis, and humanity to complex subjects. Through his many stops along his journalistic career, he has been a steadfast supporter of Team Canada athletes, safe sport, and developing journalists.
Rachel Brady, The Globe and Mail
Working as a feature writer at the Globe, Rachel has had the opportunity to cover many of Canada’s highest profile athletes, bringing National Team athletes to the forefront of her work outside of the typical Olympic and Paralympic windows of focus. A tireless advocate for Team Canada athletes, she has led investigations focusing on athlete health and wellbeing, pay equity, athlete labour disputes, and more.
[Bruce] And the winner is …Sean Fitz-Gerald
[Randy Starkman Award Presentation acceptance]
[Scott]: Congratulations Sean, it has been an honour to witness your work in the media industry and telling the stories of our national team athletes.
This wraps up our awards for tonight, but we do have one more special presentation to tell you about. Please welcome AthletesCAN’s Manager of Communications and Sport Partnerships, Alan Hudes.
[Alan]: Thank you Scott, and one more hand for all of our award winners tonight.
Congratulations everyone! Now although this wraps up all of our awards this evening, we do have one more recognition coming up later this fall. And that of course is our People’s Choice Award for Most Trending Moment of the Year.
[bookmark: _ttnz69lwtfu]This unique award was created in 2020 to honour a current or retired national team athlete who has captured the virtual world by storm. The award highlights the magic that lives within sport to  inspire and motivate all Canadians through innovative use of a digital platform, captivating athletic performance, or who’s digital actions have been a force for good.
Over the last few years we’ve seen a number of amazing moments battle it out through a head to head vote online in collaboration with our partners at CBC Sports. And you may remember our winners, from Paralympian Danielle Kisser and her DIY swimming pool, to the Canadian women’s soccer team – who we honoured earlier tonight – and their golden victory in Tokyo. Last year, it was the Canadian 3x3 Basketball teams and their podium performances at the 2022 Commonwealth Games in Birmingham.
We’re so excited to be bringing this incredible competition back in December, following the Pan Am and Para Pan Am Games, so that our incredible athletes have the opportunity to create these moments for us. We can’t wait to see you make us proud.
Scott, thank you to you and your team for showcasing our amazing national team athletes and for being our host for tonight’s Canadian Sport Awards. 
And with that in mind, as we continue our role at AthletesCAN as your voice and association, we are working really hard to build more awareness around this incredible organization, and we wanted to share a quick sneak peak into that strategy.
[It’s our Turn video]
Thank you to everyone that took part in this video, some of whom are in the room with us tonight. This marks the kickoff to our new marketing campaign, putting the spotlight on our Athlete Representatives, and the opportunity you all now have more than ever before to lead your fellow athletes within your respective sports. We look forward to showcasing your stories and involvement in Athlete Representation as part of our Awareness strategy moving forward.
Thank you! 
[Scott]: Thank you Alan. What a powerful message from our national team athletes there. This sets the stage for a great Forum weekend and empowering the Athlete Voice.
I know that we at CBC Sports are looking forward to the upcoming Most Trending Moment Campaign this December and we wish everyone the best of luck at the Pan Am and Parapan Am Games in Santiago.
Thank you to everyone that helped make this awards night back in person a success. We’re excited for the rest of the Forum weekend ahead. Be sure to check out the complete coverage online at AthletesCAN.ca and on all digital channels @AthletesCAN. 
Award winners, we’d like to ask you to gather with Alan and his team at the AthletesCAN Forum banner in the back corner to proceed for the formal photo ops in front of the AthletesCAN backdrop.
Thank you for having me as your host this evening and wishing everyone a great night.
