Governor General Entrance Announcement:
Ladies and Gentlemen: Would you please rise if you are able and turn your attention to the entrance for the arrival of Her Excellency the Right Honourable Mary Simon, Governor General of Canada and Mr. Whit Fraser.
Mesdames et Messieurs : Veuillez-vous lever si vous êtes capable et tourner votre attention vers l’entrée de la salle pour l’arrivée de Son Excellence la très honorable Mary Simon, gouverneure générale du Canada et Monsieur Whit Fraser.

2024 Canadian Sport Awards Script
[Brittany]: Good evening everyone and welcome to the 47th Canadian Sport Awards!
My name is Brittany Maclean, and I am a two-time Olympian, CBC Sports analyst, and proud AthletesCAN member. On behalf of the Staff and Board of AthletesCAN, it is my honour to be your host for this evening.
We want to welcome all of our Athletes, Speakers and special guests, who have joined us here this week in Ottawa for our celebrations, and a special shout-out as well to everyone watching at home on our live stream!
As part of our commitment to ensuring accessibility and inclusivity for all attendees, we’re excited to provide live transcription services powered by Worldly AI. To access the live transcription and translation services, scan the QR code located on your table.  From there, you will get to enjoy live transcription as well as using your personal headphones for audio if preferred. This will be our first time using it so we hope your experience is as smooth as when we tested it out, but if you are having difficulties please feel free to look for one of our Game Plan or AthletesCAN members on the floor for help.
This year, we have seen Team Canada athletes break records on the field of play, and in the boardroom. Not only did our athletes smash records at the Olympics and Paralympics, but we also saw a record number of athletes take on leadership roles in their NSOs, MSOs, and countless other organizations across the country. Tonight, we are excited to recognize the leaders who are working to build better sport.
I’d like to begin our proceedings this evening by acknowledging the land upon which we meet this week. Ottawa is built on unceded Anishinabe Algonquin territory. The peoples of the Anishinabe Algonquin Nation have lived on this territory since time immemorial. We express gratitude towards the Indigenous peoples whose culture and presence have nurtured and continue to nurture these lands. Today, we are also joined by all of you tuning in from across the country representing the many traditional, treaty and unceded territories as part of Turtle Island that is still home to many First Nations, Métis, and Inuit peoples. 
We acknowledge that our ability to live and work on these lands is a direct benefit of policies of expulsion and assimilation of Indigenous peoples during the time of settlement and Confederation, and since. The harms of these policies are many and are still being felt in Indigenous communities today.
We are all Treaty people and we will strive to live by the seven grandfather teachings of truth, wisdom, love, bravery, respect, honesty and humility.

Next, I’d like to invite Olympian and retired national team diver Celina Toth, to say a few words. Celina is the chair of the Canadian Sport Awards Committee, who helped make tonight possible. Unfortunately, she wasn’t able to join us this evening but she wanted to share this welcome message.
Please turn your attention to the screen. 
[Celina Video]
[Brittany] Thank you, Celina. We will miss you here this evening but looking forward to celebrating all of these great athlete-centered achievements.
We are honoured to be joined tonight by Governor General Mary Simon. Her Excellency the Right Honourable Mary Simon was sworn in on July 26, 2021, as Canada’s first Indigenous governor general. Born in Kangiqsualujjuaq, Nunavik (Quebec) [PROVIDE PRONUNCIATION], Ms. Simon has dedicated her life to advocating for the mental and physical well-being of Arctic and Indigenous peoples, and has been a champion of Inuit rights, culture and education. Ms. Simon has been the president of regional, national and international Inuit organizations, as well as the first Inuk in Canada to hold an ambassadorial position, first as the ambassador of Circumpolar Affairs and then concurrently as the ambassador of Canada to Denmark. Please join me in welcoming Her Excellency the Right Honourable Mary Simon, Governor General of Canada.
*GG Speech
BRITTANY TO THANK GOVERNOR GENERAL DEPENDING ON SPEECH CONTENT
With that, it is time to get started!
As we begin, we encourage you to interact with us on all of AthletesCAN’s digital channels, @AthletesCAN or use the hashtags #CSA2024, and #AthleteVoice.
Tonight, we will be presenting 9 awards that recognize and celebrate outstanding contributions to the betterment of Canadian sport.
For our first award this evening, we want to recognize the extraordinary career of a special media personality who is in the audience with us tonight. For nearly 40 years, Scott Russell was synonymous with Team Canada and CBC Sports. Scott’s broadcasting career spanned 17 Olympics, including six as host, six Pan Am Games, six Commonwealth Games, two FIFA Men’s World Cups and two FIFA Women's World Cups. Scott’s enthusiasm for Team Canada athletes doesn’t end with his job. He has served as a member of the Canadian Olympic Committee's Education Committee, as an honorary board member of the Paralympic Foundation of Canada, on the Advisory Panel for the Canadian Centre for Ethics in Sport, and on the Public Policy Forum on Value-Based Sport.
Scott, it has been the honour of my career to get to work with you. Thank you for putting your heart and soul into your craft. For passionately covering ALL athletes' stories; in victory and in defeat. I have always been amazed by your approach, but now I have a whole new respect and admiration for it. You make everyone feel important and cared for. Thank you for the magic you have brought to the screen, and the memories you have created for everyone in this room.
Before we ask Scott to join us on stage, CBC has shared a special video with us to recognize his work.
[SCOTT VIDEO]
Please welcome to the stage, to accept a special Canadian Sport Award recognizing his outstanding career covering Team Canada, Scott Russell!
[Scott Russell acceptance]
Thank you, Scott, and congratulations on your retirement - Your presence will be missed, but we look forward to seeing you tomorrow at Game Plan Summit!
Our next award recognizes athletes who go above and beyond outside of their sport to give back to their communities and use their platforms to make a difference. Here with us tonight to present the AthletesCAN Social Responsibility Award is Jill Moffatt. Jill Moffatt is a two-time Olympic rower who recently competed at the Paris Games in the lightweight women’s double. Jill is also a co-founder of MOMentum Please welcome, Jill Moffatt (pronounced Moff-it)
[Jill] Good evening, I’m so happy to be here with you tonight and to have the opportunity to present this award.
As Brittany mentioned, I am a co-founder of momentum which is a non profit that aims to support elite female athletes with family planning. So whether that’s having a child and returning to sport, adoption, learning about different fertility treatments, having a partner whose having a child, we want to support whatever family planning means to you.
The AthletesCAN Social Responsibility Award honours a current or retired national team athlete who used their platform to make a positive impact in their sport or community at the local, national, or international level.
It recognizes the significant contributions of an athlete leader in the areas of diversity, equity, inclusion, community, volunteer and/or social change initiatives.
One of our MOMentum co-founders, 2x Canadian Olympic boxer Mandy Bujold, actually won this award in 2021. Because of the pandemic, Olympic qualifying events were cancelled and reallocated to events that took place during her pregnancy and post-partum period. When the IOC wouldn’t budge for athletes like Mandy, she took them to court and won. This was a landmark case and a big win for athlete mothers. With this being said, I’m proud to announce this year's honouree.

The Nominees for the AthletesCAN Social Responsibility Award are:
Liam Gill, Snowboard
Liam, a halfpipe snowboarder from the Łı́ı́dlı̨ı̨ Kų́ę́ (CONFIRM PRONUNCIATION) First Nation runs Liam & Friends, a project that helps alleviate the financial barriers to snowboarding for kids from the Łı́ı́dlı̨ı̨ Kų́ę́ First Nation. In addition to delivering Olympic-level tutorials on snowboard skills, Liam goes out of his way to build close, meaningful connections with every child who participates in the program. These connections help celebrate and grow the participants’ connections to their indigenous culture.
Oliver Scholfield, Field Hockey
Racing to Zero helps empower sport organizations of all sizes to become environmental champions and improve their sustainability practices through education, measuring carbon emissions, and strategic planning and implementation. Working full-time for Racing to Zero as their Executive Director since 2024, Oliver is helping organizations recognize the need for change as the first step in their sustainability journeys and harnessing the power of sports to create lasting change.
Julie-Anne Staehli, Athletics
In 2016, Julie-Anne co-founded The ReRUN Shoe Project. Born out of a personal donation of shoes, the project collects gently used athletic shoes which are no longer fit for elite-calibre athletics but still can be used for day-to-day activities. Through these donations, the project reduces a barrier to physical activities, giving shoes another life to improve the lives of others. Over 5800 pairs of shoes to date have been collected and donated to help individuals who otherwise might not have had a quality pair of shoes to participate in a healthy, active lifestyle.
*Open Envelope*
 And the winner of the AthletesCAN Social Responsibility Award is…
Liam Gill, Snowboard
Unfortunately, Liam couldn’t join us in person tonight, as he’s away preparing to compete at the next World Cup event in Secret Garden, China. Please turn your attention to the screen for a message from Liam.
[AthletesCAN Social Responsibility Award Acceptance]
[Brittany]: Congratulations Liam! What an incredible program. We’re going to take a quick break for dinner now, and we’ll be back with some more awards in 20 minutes. Enjoy your next course!

[Brittany, After Dinner]: Welcome back to the next part of The Canadian Sport Awards! We wouldn’t be here tonight if it weren’t for the generosity and hard work of Game Plan, who helped make this entire week possible. Here to present the inaugural Game Plan Champion Award, please welcome Cara Button, Sr Manager of Game Plan:
[CARA]: The Game Plan Champion Award celebrates an athlete who has fully embraced Game Plan and significantly benefited from its programs, services and resources. This award highlights an athlete who not only excels in their sport but also takes ownership of their holistic development.  
The Nominees for the Game Plan Champion Award Are:
· CSIP Nominee: Nathan Clement (Paris 2024 athlete) - para cycling  
· CSIAB Nominee: Adam Kingsmill - Para Hockey
· CSCS Nominee: Kenzie Priddell (Paris 2024 athlete ) - Artistic Swimming
· CSIO Nominee: Larissa Franklin - Softball
· INS Nominee: William Émard (Paris 2024 athlete) - Gymnastics 
· CSIA Nominee: Michelle Russell (Paris 2024 athlete) - Sprint Kayak
*Open Envelope* 
And the winner of the Game Plan Award is…
Nathan Clement
[Nathan has been asked to come up and say thank you/a few words quickly]
[Brittany] Congratulations Nathan! Next up, we spotlight the athletes who, through their sporting accomplishments, inspire us to make a difference. With a roster of past winners that includes Molly Carson, Christine Sinclair, and Evan Dunfee, the True Sport Award reminds us that sport is about more than just wins and losses. Here tonight to present the True Sport Award is three-time Paralympian, two-time World Championship medalist, and member of the Canadian Paralympic Committee Athletes’ Council, Abi Tripp.
[Abi] Hello Team Canada. I’m honoured to be here with you tonight to present this award. What a great night so far! Before I jump into presenting this award, I wanted to share a quick note on behalf of the Canadian Paralympic Committee Athletes Council. We are currently recruiting 4 new representatives, 1 winter and 3 summer athlete representatives. If you are interested, please come find me or my other CPC AC members Mike and Amy, and we will be happy to chat.
Let’s now speak about this important award. True Sport is dedicated to the notion that good sport can have a meaningful impact. Based on shared values and principles, we can use sport to instill character, build communities, and strive for excellence on and off the field of play.
The True Sport Award recognizes an inspirational Canadian citizen who exemplifies the True Sport values of fairness, excellence, inclusion, and fun in a meaningful way.
Through the pursuit of sporting excellence, this Canadian hero showcases dedication, perseverance, sportsmanship, respect for others, and a true love of sport. 
The Nominees for the True Sport Award are:
Nathan Clement, Para-Cycling
Nathan epitomizes what it means to be a fierce, yet fair competitor and uses every opportunity to help prop up his fellow sport athletes displaying what good sportsmanship and leadership looks like. His resilience and kindness are examples for us all of what we can do through perseverance and focus. Nathan is someone that all Canadians can look to for motivation in all aspects of life for a more positive future.
Ellie Black, Gymnastics
Ellie demonstrated the True Sport values of Respect for Others and Keeping it Fun when she and teammate Shallon Olsen consoled French gymnast Melanie de Jesus dos Santos after she had a tough qualification round and failed to qualify for either the individual or team finals at her home Games. Her show of support for her fellow competitor reminded us how sport is about more than just the results.
Jacob Wassermann, Para-Rowing
A survivor of the Humboldt Broncos bus crash, Jacob embodies the True Sport Principle of "Go For It". After the crash, Jacob never gave up on high-level sport, and in late 2022 he took up rowing. In 2023 he won Gold at the Canadian Para-Rowing Championships and after less than two years of experience with the sport, he clinched a spot at the Paralympic Games by winning a silver medal at the 2024 World Rowing Americas Paralympic Qualification Regatta in Rio de Janeiro.
*Open Envelope*
And the winner of the True Sport Award is…….
Ellie Black, Gymnastics
[True Sport Award Acceptance]
[Brittany]: Congratulations Ellie!
Our next award highlights the initiative, courage, and leadership of the athletes who take on leadership roles in their respective sport organizations. The athlete representation movement is only as good as the athletes chosen by their teammates to effect positive change. Please welcome to the stage to present the #AthleteVoice Award for Rep of the Year, a halfpipe snowboarder who represented Canada at four Olympic Games, a member of the Canadian Olympic Committee Athletes’ Commission, and the host of the Podcast “Dropping In with Mercedes Nicoll”, Mercedes Nicoll, and a rowing Olympian who represented Canada at Rio 2016 and Tokyo 2020, and the new vice-chair of the COCAC, Maxwell Lattimer!  
[Mercedes]: Thank you for the wonderful introduction, Brittany! I’m excited to be here on behalf of the Canadian Olympic Committee Athletes’ Commission to help recognize the phenomenal athlete leadership that members of Team Canada have showcased throughout the past year. 

At the COCAC, our mission is rooted in understanding the diverse perspectives and challenges faced by athletes across Canada. Through active advocacy and collaboration, we work toward effective, sustainable solutions that enhance the athlete experience and strengthen the broader sport ecosystem. We are committed to building a sport environment that empowers athletes to reach their full potential, ensuring athletes voices are heard, understood, and acted upon at every level of the sport system. 

[Max]The #AthleteVoice Award for Rep of the Year recognizes the significant contributions of athlete representatives who take action to enhance the athlete experience and empower athletes within their national sport organization, multi-sport organization, or international sport organization. The athlete representation movement is only as strong as those chosen by their teammates to lead it. This award highlights the initiative, courage, and leadership of these individuals. 

The nominees for the 2024 #AthleteVoice Award for Rep of the Year are:
 
Laura Walker, Curling
Laura is an active athlete who put in lots of work to establish an athlete commission within Curling Canada. Before her work, there was never an effective group of athletes within the sport to consult the governing body on all athlete-related issues and perspectives. Laura has taken the lead on voicing athlete concerns about rules relating to pregnancy in sport and pushes for fair and equitable governance. She also takes part in many fundraisers for the Sandra Schmirler Foundation, the Canadian Cancer Society and mental health initiatives at the grassroots level.

[Mercedes] Rosie MacLennan, Trampoline Gymnastics
For the last 8 years, Rosie has been an extraordinary voice for athletes at the highest levels of the Canadian sport system. Her influence and engagement were elevated over the past years as she took on the important position of the COC Athletes' Commission Chair in times when monumental changes were taking place. Thanks to her humbleness, her devotion and passion for athletes, but also her work ethic and strong rigour she was able to pave the way to a stronger representation of the athletes' voice at so many levels.
 
Byron Green, Wheelchair Rugby
A member of Canada’s national team since 2013, Byron goes above and beyond for those with disabilities in sport. He works with PISE to find, mentor, connect and introduce young children with disabilities to sport and wheelchair sport.
*Open Envelope*
[BOTH]And the winner is …Rosie MacLennan
[Max] Unfortunately Rosie wasn’t able to be here this evening, so we have xx person to read some words on her behalf.
[Rep of the Year Award Acceptance]
[Brittany]. Thank you so much Rosie for your years of leadership, it has been truly inspiring to watch.
Our next award is the Bruce Kidd Leadership Award. This prize is named in honour of 1968 Canada’s Sports Hall of Fame Inductee Dr. Bruce Kidd, who has made enormous contributions to Canada’s sporting community as an athlete, advocate, author, historian, and academic.
Please welcome to the stage to present the award - 2012 Olympian, and AthletesCAN’s past president, Erin Willson!
[Erin]: Good evening everyone! I’m honoured to have the opportunity to present the Bruce Kidd Leadership Award tonight. Named in honour of the esteemed Dr. Bruce Kidd, this award is presented annually to a retired national team athlete, sport leader, or organization, who has provided meaningful contributions to the betterment of sport as a leader, advocate, change agent, or builder. The award highlights groundbreaking work that contributed to the betterment of sport through inspirational leadership, innovative practices, and/or positive influence on the Canadian sport sector. 
Dr. Kidd has been a leader in the advocacy of human rights in sport for many years and his impact on Canadian sport is immeasurable. Personally, I have been extremely honoured to have called him a mentor through my time as a graduate student at the University of Toronto. He has taught me to stand strong in my convictions, provided a second opinion on many of my advocacy endeavours, and provided extensive emotional support.
The Nominees for the 2024 Bruce Kidd Leadership Award are:
Dr. Janice Forsyth
Dr. Forsyth works primarily with the tools of history and sociology to explore how colonization shaped the way Indigenous people engaged in physical culture in late nineteenth and twentieth-century Canada, and disentangles the ideological and structural constraints that limit how they incorporate physical culture into their lives today. Her research experience spans diverse fields, including sport, health, education, and media, and embraces multidisciplinary, interdisciplinary, and transdisciplinary approaches to knowledge generation and dissemination. She remains committed to using research and her public profile to advance Indigenous priorities for sport, physical education, and health, especially where Indigenous self-determination is concerned.
Paige Crozon
In addition to being a key member of Canada's Olympic 3x3 Basketball team, Paige is the manager of the Living Skies Indigenous Basketball League, which breaks down barriers to sports participation through a cost-free Saskatchewan-wide basketball program for youth. LSIBL provides opportunities for urban Indigenous youth throughout Saskatchewan, builds the capacity of certified coaches and officials, and fosters teamwork, collaboration, and social skills through a curriculum grounded in Indigenous ways of knowing to help youth stay connected to their culture and learn Indigenous values. To date, LSIBL has reached over 1700 athletes and trained over 70 coaches, helping grow athletes and communities beyond the court.
Sheldon Kennedy
Sheldon Kennedy won a Memorial Cup, a World Junior Gold Medal and skated for three teams in his eight-year NHL career. However, he is best known for his courageous decision to charge his Major Junior Hockey League coach with sexual assault for the abuse he suffered over a five-year period while a teenager under his care. Through this disclosure, and the important work that Sheldon continues to do, he has become an inspiration to millions around the world. He has been instrumental in bringing governments, and public and private sector partners together to work collaboratively to influence policy change and improve the way child abuse is handled. He has influenced changes in Canadian law and has taken his message to the International Olympic Committee and the US Senate. Through the Sheldon Kennedy Child Advocacy Centre, he offers real hope and healing to those impacted by abuse. Through Respect Group, he empowers people to recognize and prevent abuse, bullying and harassment in sport, school and the workplace.
*Open Envelope*
And the winner of the Bruce Kidd Leadership Award is….
Sheldon Kennedy
[Bruce Kidd Award Presentation Acceptance]

[Brittany]: Congratulations Sheldon and thank you for all the work you have done, and continue to do, to make sport a safer space for all. We’re going to take one final break from the awards show for dessert - and then we’ll be back to close the evening out!
 
[Brittany, After Dessert]: Wow, what a great meal! Our next CSA honours the memory of a cherished member of the Canadian sport media community, and recognizes the hard work of those carrying on his legacy.
 
The Randy Starkman Award for Leadership in Sports Journalism Presented by the Toronto Star was inaugurated in 2012, just a few months after the sudden passing of its namesake, who served as a long-time Toronto Star amateur sports reporter and a passionate advocate for Canada’s national team athletes. To present the third edition of the revived Randy Starkman Award for Leadership in Sports Journalism Presented by the Toronto Star, please turn your attention to the screen for a special message from Randy’s partner of 30 years, Mary Hynes.

[Mary VIDEO] And the winner is …Morgan Campbell
[Brittany]: Congratulations to our Winner, Morgan Campbell! 
[Randy Starkman Award acceptance]
[Brittany]: Congratulations Morgan, it has been an honour to witness your work and see you tell the stories of our national team athletes.
Our penultimate award of the evening is also the newest Canadian Sport Award. This year, the CSAs Committee chose to add a new award to the program that recognizes those who work to support Team Canada athletes off the field of play. Please welcome to the stage to present the first-ever Athlete Support Award, author, motivational speaker, mental health advocate, AthletesCAN board member, and two-time Paralympic shot put champion, Greg Stewart! 
 [Greg] Thank you, Brittany! 
It takes a village to build a champion. This year, thanks to the hard work of AthletesCAN, the COCAC, and the CPCAC, we celebrated an increase in AAP funding of $35 million over the next five years, the first increase in carding since 2017! But it takes more than carding funds to support Team Canada’s athletes. These nominees provided athletes with the financial, emotional, and policy-level support to become champions. The nominees for the inaugural Athlete Support Award are:
MOMentum
MOMentum Canada came together incredibly quickly this year, to support moms across Canada ahead of the Olympic and Paralympic Games. The athlete founders made it a priority to build awareness about the challenges moms and parent athletes face at all stages of competing and having a child. They make the sport system a better place through their hard work to support athlete parents at all stages of life, from egg freezing to IVF to pregnancy to adoption to parental leave. They managed to implement an athlete grant program in an incredibly quick timeline, with support from the COC through the OLY Legacy Grant Program. MOMentum is helping to make sure that athletes don't have to choose between being a high-performance athlete and being a parent. 
Greg Stewart - Athletics
[GREG - FEEL FREE TO MAKE A JOKE HERE ABOUT HOW IT’S WEIRD YOU’RE READING YOUR OWN NOMINATION] Greg has been a tireless advocate for athlete mental health. He regularly speaks about the importance of being vulnerable and expressing emotions in a positive, constructive fashion, both on social media and in person. In the last year, Greg has visited 28 schools and shared his message with over 8000 students. Greg is also a published author, co-authoring the children’s book “Stand Out” about his journey to Paralympic Gold. 
The Malaviya Foundation (Pronounced Mah-Lah-Viy-Ah)
In 2024, the Malaviya Foundation made a total contribution of $4 million to the Paralympic Foundation of Canada in support of Paralympic Performance Recognition. This donation enabled there to be equal financial recognition for Canadian Paralympic medalists for the first time, beginning with Paris 2024 and continuing for every future Paralympic Games.
Starting with Tokyo 2020 the foundation has also financed a $5,000 grant, known as the Team Canada Podium Awards, per medal earned to every Canadian Olympic and Paralympic medalist. Which has led to over $1.5M being givien directly to athletes. 
They have also made multiple $100,000 donations to the Olympic and Paralympic Next Generation Initiatives to help fund the highest priority needs of the Canadian Olympic Foundation and the Paralympic Foundation of Canada.
*Open Envelope*
And the winner of the Athlete Support Award is….
The Malaviya Foundation
Here to accept the Athlete Support Award on behalf of the Malaviya Foundation is the head of the foundation, Sanjay Malaviya.
[Athlete Support Award Presentation acceptance]
[Brittany] Thank you, Sanjay! The generosity and leadership you have demonstrated in supporting Team Canada is truly inspirational. 
Our final award of the evening is one that was decided by Team Canada’s fans. The People's Choice Award for Most Trending Moment of the Year - Presented by Respect Group, a headversity Company highlights the magic that lives within sport to inspire and motivate all Canadians. Decided via a head-to-head vote hosted on CBCSports.ca, these moments highlighted how sport brings people together and can bring out the best in all of us. Here on behalf of Respect Group to present the People’s Choice Award for Most Trending Moment of the Year is Respect Group Co-Founder, Member of the Order of Canada and Canada’s Sports Hall of Fame, and recipient of tonight’s Bruce Kidd Award, Sheldon Kennedy.
[Sheldon] Thank you for that wonderful introduction, and congratulations again to all of tonight’s winners. 
At Respect Group, we’ve been working for over 25 years to eliminate bullying, abuse, harassment and discrimination by inspiring a global culture of respect. Respect Group has been thrilled to work with AthletesCAN to deliver this award for the last two years. It is truly about how sport brings people together and can bring out the best in all of us. All ten of the moments nominated this year helped inspire Canadians to be better. 
Looking ahead, we’re incredibly excited about expanding the Respect in Sport program in 2025 to have an even greater impact on Canadian athletes. Together, we can continue to build safe, inclusive and respectful environments where all athletes can thrive. 
To learn more about Respect in Sport training, and how you can incorporate the lessons of this year’s nominees into your work, go to respectgroupinc.com. If you’re an AthletesCAN member, like many of the athletes in the room with us tonight, you can access our Respect in Sport for Activity Leaders Training for free as part of your membership.
Although every moment nominated would have been a deserving recipient of this year’s award, there can only be one winner. Our three finalists are:
The Men’s 4x100M Relay Team
Aaron Brown, Jerome Blake, Brendon Rodney, and Andre De Grasse had disappointing individual results at Paris 2024, but came together as a team to win a stunning Gold medal in the relay.
Krissy Scurfield - Rugby Sevens
Two games into her first Olympic competition, Krissy suffered a kidney injury and missed the rest of the tournament while in the hospital. Described by coach Jack Hanratty as the “heart and soul” of the team, Krissy stayed in contact with her teammates from the hospital, and received her silver medal in an emotional ceremony at Canada Olympic House.
Christa Deguchi - Judo
After narrowly missing out on qualifying for the Tokyo 2020 Olympics, Christa considered quitting Judo altogether. Choosing instead to stick with the sport, Christa bounced back to win Gold in the women’s 57kg event, becoming Canada’s first-ever Olympic champion in the sport of judo.
*Open Envelope*
And the winner of the People's Choice Award for Most Trending Moment of the Year - Presented by Respect Group, a headversity Company is…. Christa Deguchi
Christa wasn’t able to join us to celebrate this evening, but she shared this thank you video with us.
[Christa Video]
[Brittany] Congratulations Christa. And once more, congratulations to all of the winners and nominees who were recognized this evening! All of you are playing an important part in building a stronger, safer, more athlete-centred Canadian sport system. 
Thank you to everyone who helped make tonight’s show a success. Tonight wouldn’t have been possible without the support of our partners at Game Plan, and Sport Canada, and we look forward to seeing the success of Game Plan Summit and Team Canada Celebration over the next couple of days!
As the calendar turns over into 2025, it’s important to continue to build on the phenomenal growth we saw this year. In 2024, Team Canada celebrated remarkable, record-breaking performances at the Paris Olympics and Paralympics. We watched Canadians capture historic medals and break world, national, and personal records. We also celebrated Paralympians achieving equal financial recognition for their podium performances, Sport Canada investing $35 million in direct funding to athletes, and the launch of the Future of Sport in Canada Commission. As we move into the new year, let’s dedicate ourselves to continuing to build a sport system that works for everyone.
Before we conclude the evening, I’d like to invite one more special guest to the stage to say a few words. The Honourable Carla Qualtrough has served as Canada’s Minister of Sport and Physical Activity since July 2023. As a Paralympic swimmer, Minister Qualtrough won three Paralympic and four World Championship medals. Even before entering elected politics, Minister Qualtrough volunteered extensively within the sport community, demonstrating her deep passion for the power of sport and physical activity in changing lives. These volunteer appointments included, the AthletesCAN board of directors from 2000-2003, the President of the Canadian Paralympic Committee from 2006-2011, and Chairperson of the SDRCC from 2009-2013. In 2015, she became the first Paralympian ever elected to the House of Commons. Please welcome, Minister Carla Qualtrough.
[MINISTER SPEECH]
Thank you minister for your inspiring message! We would now like to invite Her Excellency, The Governor General of Canada and all of tonight’s winners back to the stage for a final group photo with Minister Qualtrough and I. Thank you for having me as your host this evening! Have a good night and a great week at Game Plan Summit and Team Canada Celebration.  For those of you joining Game Plan Summit, we’ll see you tomorrow for Breakfast at 8AM here, at the Infinity Convention Centre. 
